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2004/2005 A Time for resolutions and plans. Technoterri and Tim Giffiths are the active members of LETS Dance.  Chris Rees, Andrea Allam, Roland Clothier and Sarah Tarrant are our continuing direct support and trustees.   

Rob Kurn, Health worker at Southampton Voluntary Services; Nathan Brown Co-operative development worker for Southampton Area Co-operative Development Agency and Local Exchange Trading Advisor are both personally interested in supporting the Southampton Street Foundation Project. Rob as a DJ,  plays on the local club circuit and events,  whilst Nathan and his band have played most of the live music venue around the city. The Southampton Street Foundation project is seen as an umbrella group to LETS Dance and other art, dance and music groups with a long term project to creating and managing our own community centre. Directed at young people interested in art, dance and music, the project will require substantial funding, support and commitment from interested dancers across the south.

We are already working towards helping make Totton and Eling Carnival 2005 happen, after committee numbers dropped to a handful.  Starting by creating a web-site http://www.tottonandelingcarnival.tk as a photo gallery and information site. Traditionally the carnival starts with the Saturday evening (5.30) Parade which starts at Calmore North Totton and travels along Salisbury Road through Totton to Eling Rec(reation), where the Garage Project is based.  LETS Dance is promoting the idea of Carnival (Dance) Week and hopes to create dance and other events over the preceding seven days at Community Center’s, pubs and Clubs around  Totton & Eling:   http://www.totton-and-eling.demon.co.uk/ 


    

LETS Dance intends to work again with the Big Arts Week 2005, (you can see what Tim and I did last year at http://www.bigartsweek.com ) Click Artists, click R, then click on my name which takes you to the web-site. We are looking forward to repeating our program at the Bandstand and in Hoglands Park in 2005.

We are considering re-developing our relationship with the Kingsland Community Center and sponsoring community dance leader Janet Franck and the Active Arts Group starting with a Dance and Arts Party at Kingsland Community on the 12th February 2004. We intend to involve the Kingsland Community Centre and the three local pubs ‘Angel’, ‘Eagle’ and Bar 150 in our Bandstand and Park activities to develop community dance in the Kingsland area. Tim has recorded our activities at the Bandstand during 2004 http://www.dontstayin.com/-2-Gallery-K-14852.aspx 

It would be marvelous if these ideas help form,  create and network a communities dance movement and put Southampton on the Dance map. Perhaps the proposed Dance & Art Event at Kingsland Community Center in the New Year can be a prelude to community dance program that enables participation without exclusion. To follow this with a community dance program during the first term of the New Year with an opportunity for public performance in the bandstand. Subject to further support and involvement the next stage, this would lead to a public performance at the Bandstand during the summer afternoon. Late afternoon we would lead our dancers, musicians and their audience through the parks to other areas and groups of dance,  a bit like the Pied Piper.  Finishing at a Dance Oriented Festival at Hoglands Park. 

I will continue my volunteer work with SACDA, as a director and company secretary and with the SVS as a member of the Board of Trustees. Tim and I will continue with the Safe in Sound drugs and sexual health outreach program. We look forward to going into Southampton’s clubs,  pubs and the Guildhall as well as outside events such as Power in the Park, Homelands at Winchester and the Reading Festival:  http://www.safeinsound.org/About.html Continue to support Morph the Drug and Alcohol Users Group and in activities around squatting,  travelling,  homeless and the decriminalization of drugs.

LETS Dance is working with Synergy on an irregular alternative community publication previously a hard copy magazine to create an online version. Mary Fee of LETS Link UK was the inspiration for the reach out http://www.letslinkuk.org/in the to extend dance along the south coast and it was wonderful to welcome the New Year with her in London.  

Happy New Year Everyone. 

Techno Terri – LETS Dance Community Champion 2004 
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LETS Dance Internet Newsletter January 2005.  Promoting and linking community involvement and volunteering with Street Dance, Music & Art in Totton & Eling and across South Hampshire UK








